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INTRODUCTION

Call to Prayer
In this season of Advent, as we gather to wait in the darkness of winter 
nights for Jesus our Light to come, may our hearts be filled with joy and 
promise.
Let us pause for a moment to let God enter into the silence of our hearts. 

All Silence

Hymn: Come down O love divine 
We begin our Advent Worship in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

All Amen.

Light and peace to you in Christ Jesus our Lord.
All Thanks be to God

We gather during this Third week of Advent to pray for the grace we need to 
live as people of hope. The Advent wreath symbolizes our growing hope and 
anticipation that the Lord Jesus may enter our lives more fully. Let us pray 
that this wreath may remind us to bring the light of Christ to the darkness of 
this world.
Heavenly Father, your Church joyfully awaits the coming of its Saviour, who 
enlightens our hearts and dispels the darkness of ignorance and sin. Pour 
forth your blessings upon us and upon the candles of this wreath; may their 
light reflect the splendour of Christ, who is Lord, for ever and ever.

All Amen.

We light the 1st Advent Candle 
God, we wait for the coming of your Son, Jesus, into our hearts and our 
lives this Advent. Help us to always follow him as the light of the world.

All Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. Amen

We light the 2nd Advent candle
God, we look forward to Christmas and the joy it brings. Help us to share 
our happiness with others during this Advent season.
Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.

All Amen
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We light the 3rd Advent Candle
God, as Christmas draws nearer we decorate our homes in preparation 
for our celebration of the birthday of Jesus. Help us remember always that 
Jesus is the reason for our celebration.

All Lord, come and save us. Amen 

God, during this Advent season we prepare our hearts for the coming 
of Jesus. Help us to be the kind of people you created us to be now and 
throughout the year.

All Let the Lord enter; he is the king of glory.

Confession
Merciful God, we are sinners who are in need of transformed hearts.
Remove from us our hearts of stone and replace them with hearts of flesh, 
hearts of mercy.
Help us to become saints—not someone who is perfect, but a sinner who is 
saved by the grace of Christ, who is good and merciful, and who pardons us 
from our sins.
We ask you to forgive all our sins as we confess them with sincerity of heart.

All O God our Father, in choosing to do wrong and failing to do good, we   
 have sinned against you whom we should love above all things.

	 We	firmly	intend,	with	the	grace	of	your	help,	to	avoid	the	temptation			
 that leads us to wrong doing. 

 In the name of Jesus Christ, our God.

 Have mercy on us. Amen.

Absolution
May our merciful God, giver of peace and lover of reconciliation, forgive your 
sins and cleanse you from all wrong doing.

All Amen 

Hymn: Come be our light
LITURGY OF THE WORD

During Advent, we look to Mary who, by following God’s will, gave birth to 
Jesus. We pray now the words of her great song of praise, which she spoke 
in the presence of the angel upon learning that she would be the Mother of 
our Saviour.
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	 The	Magnificat
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
My spirit rejoices in God my Saviour; 

All For he has looked with favour on his lowly servant.
 From this day all generations will call me blessed; 

The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
All He has mercy on those who fear him in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm;
All	 He	has	scattered	the	proud	in	their	conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.
All	 He	has	filled	the	hungry	with	good	things,	and	the	rich	he	has	sent	away		
	 empty.

He has come to the help of his servant Israel for he has remembered his 
promise of mercy, 

All	 The	promise	he	made	to	our	fathers,	to	Abraham	and	his	children	for			
 ever.

The	Gospel
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John.

All Glory to you O Lord

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.
This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and 
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ He confessed and did 
not deny it, but confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’ And they asked him, 

‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He 
answered, ‘No.’  Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an 
answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’  He said,

‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
“Make straight the way of the Lord”’,

as the prophet Isaiah said.
Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, ‘Why 
then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the 
prophet?’  John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among you stands 
one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not 
worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.’ This took place in Bethany across 
the Jordan where John was baptizing.
This is the Gospel of the Lord

All Praise to you O Christ
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Sermon
Hymn: On Jordan’s bank
Intercessions

CLOSING PRAYER 
Let us pray that our Advent worship will inspire us to prepare the way of the 
Lord.
God our Father, you have heard our prayers. Help us to come daily into your 
presence to draw closer to you. May we share what we have received with 
others during this Holy season. And may we keep our minds and hearts on 
the coming of your kingdom now and always. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

Blessing
May the light of Christ shine in your lives. 

All Now and forever.

Loving God, We give you thanks for the blessings of this Holy Advent 
season.

All	 You	are	the	source	of	life,	of	hope,	and	of	all	good	things.	

We look forward to the coming of the light of Christ at Christmas.
All	 Help	us	to	turn	toward	that	light	in	our	lives.	

We rejoice at the gift of your Son who taught us to love in your name. 
All	 May	we	be	people	of	peace	and	justice	all	the	days	of	our	lives.

Your kingdom come and your will be done now and forever. 
All Amen.

The grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all now and for evermore.

All Amen.

Hymn: Be thou my vision


